


RSSA Summer Research Placement Award Scheme

Applications for awards for research placements during the 2026-27 summer period are now open.
The RSSA Summer Placement Awards scheme is designed to encourage undergraduate students to enrol in postgraduate research programs through an extended activity at a research institution during the Summer months.
Each RSSA Summer Research Placement Award will have a value of $1500.  Up to 4 Awards can be made in any one calendar year.
RSSA funds will be available to offset costs to students of their participation in short term placements at research laboratories in South Australian universities, field stations, arboreta, herbaria, museums, private companies, government agencies etc.
Student participation in a multi-disciplinary scientific excursion staged by an independent group such as the ‘Scientific Expedition Group’ will also be considered.
The placement must be approved by the hosting organisation at the time of application.
The Award will support work by the student in the following fields: ecology, botany, zoology, taxonomy, systematics, geology, geomorphology, palaeontology, geophysics, anthropology, biophysics, soil science, environmental science, environmental remediation, and archaeology.
The funds will be paid in a single instalment as an Award to the successful student.  Payment will be by EFT to a bank account nominated by the student.

At the time of application the student must;
· be a financial member of the RSSA,
· be enrolled in an accredited undergraduate (ie Bachelors) level program,
· be at an academic standard acceptable by their university for admission to an Honours or other higher degree program, and
· have a letter of support (or equivalent) from the university at which they are enrolled.

Instructions for Applicants
Applications should be emailed to the RSSA Secretary (admin@rssa.org.au) with the subject: ‘RSSASummerPlacementApp2026-27’.
The Application should be saved with the following file name:
surnameinitialsRSSASummerPlacement2026-27
Applicants are invited to submit their proposal in the form of a letter to the RSSA which includes the following details:
Your name, academic qualifications, and the name, location and email address of the organisation hosting the Placement.  You should also provide the name of the organisation’s representative who will be responsible for your Placement activity.
Please confirm you are a member of the RSSA.
[bookmark: _Hlk99835054]If you are not yet a member, please complete a membership nomination form prior to submitting your application, see further information on https://www.rssa.org.au/membership/.
A description of the time, duration and place of the proposed Placement.
A summary of no more than 250 words should be provided, outlining the purpose of your Placement.

Important dates:
Applications close: 	November 7th 2026
Applicants notified of outcome: 	Early December 2026
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