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Information
Background: The Royal Society of South Australia (RSSA) supports and promotes scientific research through publications, forums, and regular seminars.  Starting as the Adelaide Philosophical Society in 1853, it received royal patronage in 1880, becoming the Royal Society of South Australia. It is one of the nation’s oldest scientific bodies.  RSSA’s offices and meeting rooms are adjacent to the South Australian Museum’s Natural Science building, north from Morgan Thomas Lane, Adelaide.
The interests of Society members are centred largely on life sciences, earth sciences and anthropology.  However, people with interests in other natural science fields are most welcome.  Further information on the Society, its annual meeting program and publications are available at the following site: http://www.rssa.org.au.
The RSSA will be awarding small grants in 2026 for research work in the following fields: ecology, botany, zoology, taxonomy, systematics, geology, geomorphology, palaeontology, geophysics, anthropology, biophysics, soil science, environmental science, environmental remediation, and archaeology.
Number and size of grants available: The RSSA Council has approved a maximum of $20,000 for distribution as research grants in 2026.  Each applicant may apply for funding up to $3,000.  The RSSA Research Grants Scheme is competitive and the number awarded will depend on the quality of the applications and the budgets requested.
Important dates:
Applications close: 	July 20th 2026
Applicants notified of outcome: 	September 2026


Rules
A) Funding criteria and eligibility
1. The aim of the RSSA Small Grants Scheme is to promote high quality natural history research that is unlikely to be funded through larger nationally competitive schemes.  The Society specifically wishes to support research by those unable to acquire funding from major grant agencies, such as Postgraduate students (Masters or Doctorate), Early Career Researchers and those working outside the university sector.
2. The proposed research needs to be a stand-alone project, which can be completed within a year.  The proposal should not seek to cover funding shortfalls in an existing project.  If the application is for a part of a PhD project, it needs to be a well-defined discrete research component within the PhD.
3. The application needs to reveal high quality science that is well-reasoned, hypothesis driven and with a sound approach and experimental design.  The likely outcome should be achievable and publishable and generate data which can be made publicly accessible.
4. Applicants should note the description of the research is expected to be original text prepared by the applicant.  The use of generative AI in the description may influence the competitiveness of their application.  Applicants are required to make known the use of AI software in the preparation of sections of their application by completing and signing the declaration on the Application Form.

5. The application should be for a science project of relevance to South Australia, by supporting scientists based in South Australia, and/or being of relevance to the natural sciences in this state.
6. The Primary Applicant must be a financial member of the RSSA in 2026 (other named co-applicants do not have to be members).  If the Primary Applicant is a student member of the RSSA, one of their supervisors must also be a financial member of the RSSA.
7. The Primary Applicant can only submit one application for funding.  Grant recipients from within the past 5 years are ineligible.
8. Please indicate whether you have applied for funding from other sources for the project.
9. Research with direct commercial application will not be supported.
10. Research involving humans or animals must be approved by a relevant institutional research ethics committee, with evidence of the approval attached to the application.
B) Budget and funding rules
11. The funds requested are to cover direct research expenses.  Salaries or stipends will not be funded.
12. Costs listed in the budget items are to be exclusive of GST.
13. Institutional overheads or university infrastructure are not eligible for inclusion in the project budget.
14. The grant is paid as a single instalment to the institution.
15. If the research is not completed within two years of the funding being awarded, the balance of funds should be returned to the Society unless otherwise agreed.  Funds are non-transferrable to other research projects.
16. A simple financial statement is to be provided by the institution certifying expenditure of awarded funds on the project.
17. Should circumstances beyond the recipient’s control necessitate an extension, please contact the RSSA.
C) Conditions for grant recipients
18. Recipients are to provide a short report on their funded research activities within 12 months of receiving the award notification.
19. The RSSA is to be acknowledged as a funding provider in all presentations and publications arising from the supported research.
20. Recipients are to give an oral presentation to a General Meeting of the Society within 18 months of being awarded the grant. 
21. Recipients are strongly encouraged to submit project findings for publication in the Transactions of the Royal Society of South Australia.
22. Recipients are expected to provide a short non-technical overview on their research in a monthly newsletter of the RSSA.

Instructions for Applicants
Complete the Application Form (and a Member Nomination Form as required) using software compatible with Microsoft Word.  Applications should be emailed to the RSSA Secretary (admin@rssa.org.au) with the subject: ‘RSSAGrantApp2026’.
The Application Form should be saved with the following file name:
yoursurnameinitials RSSAGrantApp2026
Specific instructions for completing the Application Form are as follows:
Title: A brief, descriptive title of no more than 100 characters should be provided.
Applicant details: Provide names, institutional postal and email addresses, academic qualifications, eg BSc Hons, and institutional affiliations (if any) for all applicants.  The Primary Applicant should be listed first.
RSSA Status: Please indicate whether the Chief Investigator is a Fellow of the RSSA, an Associate Fellow or a Student Fellow.  For applications from Student Fellows, please indicate who your supervisor is and the degree you are enrolled in.
[bookmark: _heading=h.hrojio7fnk9g]If you are not yet a member, please submit a completed and signed membership nomination form prior to submitting your grant application.  Receipt of a completed membership nomination form is a condition of eligibility and it is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure a nomination form has been received by the RSSA.  A blank Nomination Form is attached to the Grant Application Form.  Further information on membership is available at https://www.rssa.org.au/membership/.
Summary[footnoteRef:1]: A summary of no more than 100 words should be provided.  Language and terms used should be clear to Society members and to the broader public.
Project objectives: List project objectives and/or hypotheses to be tested for the research.
Methodology: Briefly (200 words maximum) describe the method(s) to be employed, along with a proposed timeline for the research project.
Likely outcomes: In no more than 100 words, describe likely project outcomes and/or findings such as new knowledge and how it will be disseminated, and why these will be significant. Dissemination of research may be by presentation or publication or other as specified.
Budget: Clearly state the amount of funds requested.  Provide a budget wherein all items are comprehensively and realistically costed for the project (with detail).  The total costs of the project, along with any other available funds and in-kind resources, should be declared.  Outline how the RSSA funds will be spent.  Budget items should be expressed as exclusive of GST.
Please ensure you have completed all sections of the application form.

RSSA 2026 Small Research Grants Scheme Application Form
1. Project title Maximum of 100 characters



2. Applicant details:  Names and degrees (e.g. BSc, PhD), institutional address and email address for primary applicant and any co-applicants.
Primary Applicant
Name and qualifications
Email
Institution
Institution address

Co-applicant
Name and qualifications
Email
Institution
Institution address

Co-applicant
Name and qualifications
Email
Institution
Institution address

3. Primary Applicant RSSA status.   Include academic supervisor’s RSSA status if applicant is an enrolled student.


4. Summary   100 words.  Language and terms used should be clear to Society members and to the broader public.





5. Project objectives  200 words. List objectives and/or hypotheses for the research.






6. Methodology  200 words. Describe the method(s) employed and a proposed timeline.






7. Likely outcomes  100 words. Describe likely project outcomes, findings and/or new knowledge, how it will be disseminated (publication, presentation etc), and the significance.





8. Project Budget  Clearly state the amount of funds requested.  Provide a budget wherein all items are comprehensively and realistically costed for the project (with detail).  The total costs of the project, along with any other available funds and in-kind resources, should be declared.  Outline how the RSSA funds will be spent.  Budget items should be expressed as exclusive of GST.




Date of lodgement:
AI Declaration:  I have/ have not (delete as appropriate) used generative AI software in the preparation of this application




RSSA use only:
Received by (name)						on (date)
RSSA membership check
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